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Å The Public Hearing Plans do not include Express Lanes access at Exit 44/Georgetown Pike 

(Route 193) with 495 NEXT project.

Å The Georgetown Pike overpass is planned to be constructed in a manner that does not 

preclude Express Lanes connections in the future, in recognition of comments we have 

received from the public.

Å Public input has been mixed regarding Express Lanes access at this interchange.

Å Environmental and traffic studies, along with public outreach would be required before access 

could be considered.
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Will drivers entering/exiting 495 at Exit 44 Georgetown Pike/193 still have access to the 495 

Express Lanes? If not, why not provide access? And if not, please show how Exit 44 traffic 

would be re-routed.  
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Å Alternate paths TO Southbound 

Express Lanes from Langley area:
Å Southbound I-495 GP to Route 7 

interchange; transfer to Express Lanes

Å Southbound Route 123 to Jones Branch 

Connector to southbound I-495 Express

Å Alternate paths FROM Northbound 

Express Lanes to Langley area:
Å Northbound I-495 Express to Route 7 

interchange; continue straight to GP lanes

Å Northbound I-495 Express to Jones Branch 

Connector to northbound Route 123
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Will drivers entering/exiting 495 at Exit 44 Georgetown Pike/193 still have access to the 495 

Express Lanes? If not, why not provide access? And if not, please show how Exit 44 traffic 

would be re-routed.  
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Original Route

Alternate Route



Å Average daily and peak period traffic volumes along GW Pkwy are forecasted to remain 

relatively consistent with Project NEXT in place in the design year of 2045 and in 2025.
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Our neighborhood/HOA backs onto GW Parkway, so we're obviously concerned about 

increased traffic and noise resulting from the proposed NEXT extension and the 3 new 

bridges/overpasses to connect them. Please indicate the traffic volumes / increasing traffic 

expected to result from this. We can't understand why people would connect between 

Express Lanes and GW Pkwy given that alternative routes are faster.
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2045 Design Year

Location Scenario AADT AM Peak Hour PM Peak Hour

GWMP 

Eastbound 

(Inbound)

Existing
25,325 1,910 980

2019

No-Build
31,100 2,220 1,360

2045

Build
30,800 2,330 1,310

2045

GWMP 

Westbound 

(Outbound)

Existing
33,400 2,055 2,340

2019

No-Build
36,400 2,370 2,680

2045

Build
36,100 2,470 2,840

2045

2025 Prior to MD Managed Lanes Project

Location Scenario AADT
AM Peak 

Hour

PM Peak 

Hour

GWMP 

Eastbound 

(Inbound)

Existing
25,325 1,910 980

2019

No-Build
27,700 1,930 1,090

2025 Pre-MD

Build
28,200 2,060 1,520

2025 Pre-MD

GWMP 

Westbound 

(Outbound)

Existing
33,400 2,055 2,340

2019

No-Build
32,700 2,020 2,370

2025 Pre-MD

Build
32,700 2,100 2,440

2025 Pre-MD



Å For trips along GW Pkwy south of Route 123, or along Route 123 leaving Washington DC, it 

is faster to use the freeway-to-freeway route of GW Pkwy to I-495. The travel time savings are 

most pronounced during peak periods, when Route 123 experiences significant congestion at 

signalized intersections. Maps below show typical travel times for midday (left) and PM Peak 

(right) traffic conditions.
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Our neighborhood/HOA backs onto GW Parkway, so we're obviously concerned about 

increased traffic and noise resulting from the proposed NEXT extension and the 3 new 

bridges/overpasses to connect them. Please indicate the traffic volumes / increasing traffic 

expected to result from this. We can't understand why people would connect between 

Express Lanes and GW Pkwy given that alternative routes are faster. 

Weekday Midday Traffic Weekday 5 PM Typical Traffic

1-14 minutes shorter2 minutes shorter



Å Without the direct ramp connections to and from the GW Parkway -- which removes some 

traffic that would otherwise travel in the I-495 general purpose lanes -- additional traffic 

delays, queues, and ñspeed hot-spotsò would occur on the general purpose lanes between 

the Dulles Toll Road Interchange and the GW Parkway interchange. 

Å Benefits of Providing the Direct Connection to GWMP:

Å Provides additional choices for drivers 

Å Relieves traffic demands on the I-495 general lanes

Å Helps reduce travel times for northbound traffic destined to the GWMP

Å Improves safety by reducing the number of weaving movements within the I-495 general lanes

Å Noise walls would be warranted regardless of whether or not the ramps were provided.
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What analysis was used to justify the cost?  Does the additional traffic expected to be 

redirected to GW Parkway justify the cost, including condemning land, building new roads, 

overpasses and noise walls, and affecting the view amenity of our neighbors on Lawton St. 

and surrounding streets? 
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Å The revenue forecast is based on the Express Lanes access as shown in the NEPA 

documents. The traffic studies, environmental impacts and project costs take into 

consideration the current configuration.

Have the traffic studies analyzed traffic volumes that access the Express Lanes from Rt 

193 or from GW Parkway?  Are you losing more toll revenue from Rt 193 drivers than from 

GWP drivers?

Å The traffic studies analyzed all traffic volumes coming from Rt 193 and from GW Parkway, but 

only assumed that GW Parkway traffic could access the Express Lanes. The 495 NEXT 

project eliminates the weave between the current Express Lanes terminus (left side) and 

Route 193 / GWMP ramps (right side) ïsource of crashes and congestion

Å Toll revenue is expected to support the extension
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How is this lost time and revenue [associated with lack of Express Lanes access at 

Georgetown Pike] factored into the cost-benefit analysis?
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Please provide a map showing where the express-lane barriers begin and end.
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ÅVDOTôs past use of left-side ñslip ramps,ò 

such as on I-95, has shown that these 

connections can create issues with 

significant speed differences and safety 

concerns (e.g. high-speed Express traffic 

exiting into the left lane of low-speed 

general lanes traffic). VDOT has 

converted several of these existing 

locations to flyovers and has a practice of 

not using left-side ñslip-rampsò 

ÅRight-side to right-side flyover ramps are 

a solution to provide these connections, 

but require significant right-of-way parallel 

to the freeway (see example to right ïon 

I-395 just north of I-495)
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Was consideration given to other ways to access the express lanes, other than 

overpasses?  Why not simple ramps like the ones that currently exist between Lewinsville

Rd. and Old Dominion?
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Height of the new GW Pkwy overpasses.  How visible will they be from neighborhood 

streets, e.g. Lawton St. and Live Oak Dr? (see below)  - Reference elevations on next slide
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